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              8th Grade Language Arts
Tabloid Article Assignment
Rough Draft Checklist
A.  My sensational, wild, yet school-appropriate headline is…
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B.  The “dateline” is the address at the beginning of the article that tells where the story is being reported from.  The dateline of my article is…
__________________________________________________________________________

C.  The lead sentence of most articles is printed in bold and hooks the reader with an interesting statement.  My lead sentence is…
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D.  A good tabloid article mixes real names of people, places, and things with fake names.  This makes the article sound plausible and some-what believable.  Below are two real names and two fake names of people, places, and things that I included in my article…



Fake Names:



Real Names:


    ________________________

_______________________

    ________________________

_______________________
E.  A great article uses many vivid verbs to excitingly portray the action of the story and, thus, interest the reader.  Three vivid verbs I used in my article are…
_____________________   _______________________   _____________________

F.  Top-notch reporting requires direct quotes from the people involved in the story, or eye witnesses.  Three quotes I included in my story are…
1.________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
GRADING
**Completed Rough Draft—50 Points

**Completed Rough Draft Checklist—10 points Total

**Final Copy—100 Points
Tabloid Final Copy Rubric

Focus

Introduction (with dateline and bold 
lead sentence 








__/5 

Conclusion (sums up story)                    

__/5
Stays on topic

               



__/2
Organization  

Story displays logic, makes sense    



__/5  

Written like a news article





__/2
Proper paragraphing
              




__/2

Good use of transitions
              



__/2

Elaboration

3 quotes correctly used

             


__/6
Descriptive word choice (3 highlighted vivid verbs)    __/3     

Not too improbable and ridiculous




__/2
Creative and engaging tone
             


__/3
No cloudy details

             



__/3
Conventions

Proper spelling, grammar,
           


__/6  

and punctuation

Proper format (columns, title,           


__/4  
and length)

Total Points

           __/50 x 2  

**Extra Credit Illustration—5 Points

     Appropriate to story and for school—1pts

     Created or pieced together neatly—2pts

     Effort apparent—2pt
Giant Lizards Live in the Sun!

By Richard Martin, Staff Writer

Hilo, Hawaii—A team of biologists and astronomers from Hawaii-Alaska Pacific College confirmed the long-existing suspicion that gigantic, fiery lizards inhabit our sun.  “It’s time the world found out,” said Professor Ima Lyon at a press conference this past month.  “I suspected the sun might harbor living organisms ever since I began studying outer space.  After years of research, we now know just what these things are.  They are enormous lizard-like beings, approximately ten miles in length and one mile in girth, that slither through and around our sun.” 

Lyon’s discovery has been years in the making.  As a 26-year-old graduate student, she wrote and studied extensively about the unexplained cause of sunspots.  Sunspots are the black patches that appear on the sun from time to time.  “I originally thought it must be some type of ‘sun pimple’ with black, charcoal puss oozing to the surface, but 
then I realized that is just too far-fetched!”


Instead, Lyon began exploring the possibility that giant lizards lived on the sun and left holes in it, much like worms do to an apple.  She took this idea to her team, and after many hours of observation through a high-powered telescope, they discovered the theory to be true!  “Once I thought of the ‘apple-worm effect,’ I knew that it must be lizards that cause those spots.”

How do the lizards survive in such an unbearably hot habitat?  “Easy,” replied Lyon.  “Blood pumps ice though their veins to cool them.  And, they live off of aliens whose ships get zapped by solar flares.  They are truly fascinating creatures.”  

Professor Lyon hopes that NASA will soon design a probe to travel to the sun and take close-up photos of the sun lizards.  She has even contacted President Obama about the project.  “The President is on board with the sun lizard probe,” Lyon stated.  “However, with the economy being the way it is, there’s just no funding available.”  
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